
 

 

Garden beds have been a sore sight in this large strata complex for a long time: 

http://www.nswstratasleuth.id.au/Macquarie-Gardens-photos/gallery/ 

Occasional repairs are undertaken, but with very short-living results.  

Minutes of the EC meeting on 20th of February 2013 reported the following: 

 

In one of the latest efforts to deceive owners, BCS and EC members falsely reported that the garden beds were 

repaired and repainted in 2013 at cost of $5,170.00 (GST inclusive) as allegedly approved at EC meeting held on 28th 

of August 2013: 

 

 

The real cost doubled and invoices paid to Pierre Brush were never disclosed to owners: 

 

Secretly, but much more work was done since then by other service providers, including Howard West 

Builder, making the total costs of garden bed repairs in period of two years close to $18,000.00. 

Howard West Builder is using a unique substandard method by nailing metal plates on the front side of 

damaged garden beds without proper remediation work, leaving inner side of the bed exposed to water 

penetration, concrete cancer and movement as pictures show: 

 

  

Cred. Code Creditor Name Doc. Ref. No. Doc. Date Doc. Total (GST inc.) Chq. Date Date Presented

37988 PIERRE BRUSH PAINTER 125/13 11/11/2013 $5,500.00 19/11/2013  19/11/2013 

37988 PIERRE BRUSH PAINTER 115/13 8/10/2013 $5,170.00 16/10/2013  16/10/2013 

Total $10,670.00

http://www.nswstratasleuth.id.au/Macquarie-Gardens-photos/gallery/


 

 

  

  

 

  



 

 

Much better and comprehensive quote by Robertson Painting was rejected based on false premise that Pierre 

Brush would be cheaper and better. 

 

 



 

 

 

Had original quote and professional approach by Robertson painting been accepted, not only the owners  corporation 

would have saved significant money, but the garden beds would have had long-term maintenance-free status. 

  



 

 

The repairs of garden beds create continuous stream of income for some service providers. Here is an example of 

one of them: 

Creditor Name Doc. Date Doc. Total (GST inc.) Chq. Date Comment 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 19/05/2015 $1,254.00 29/05/2015  Repair damaged garden walls 
throughout complex, supply and fit 
purpose built colourbond plates to 
walls as required, paint new plates to 
match, repair cement render to high 
rise garden wall adjacent C block 
entry, remove damaged render, 
supply and install one coat of 
waterproof render, finish render to 
affected area 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 7/05/2014 $1,353.00 21/05/2014  Common area: supply and fit 
colourbond capping to sections of 
garden walls, paint new sections to 
match, repair damaged aluminium 
handrail pickets adjacent to D block, 
refix pickets along entire section of 
railing, Block D: repair door and door 
frame of rear fire exit passage 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 24/02/2014 $753.50 05/03/2014  Lot 26: repair damaged cement render 
to sunroom walls, water leak under 
windows, Common area: measure up 
plates for garden walls 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 24/02/2014 $704.00 05/03/2014  Common area: repair retaining wall 
adjacent to garage entrance, supply 
and install new sleepers 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 19/02/2014 $951.50 04/03/2014  Lot 26: repair cracks to bedroom wall, 
repair cement render to sunroom 
column, Lot 98: repair leak to bedroom 
window, Lot 6: inspect cracks to kitchen 
and bath room wall tiles, Lot 112: inspect 
cracks to kitchen and bath room wall 
tiles, Lot 113: inspect cracks to kitchen 
and bath room wall tiles, Common area: 
repair leak to garden wall adjacent to 
pool area 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 13/08/2013 $831.60 21/08/2013  Common area: carry out repairs to 
garden walls, supply and fit folded 
colourbond panels to various cracks 
to garden walls, drill and fix new 
metal covers to brick walls adjacent 
to pool area and entry stairs 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 7/12/2012 $638.00 20/12/2012  Lot 41: repair cracks to walls and 
ceilings, remove damaged cement 
render to walls in living room, supply and 
install new render, repair cracks to 
control joints and walls in kitchen, hall 
and bedrooms, repair cracks to ceilings 
and cornices in living, dining, kitchen, 
hall, bedrooms and bathroom, Garden 
walls: supply and fit colourbond 
cappings to garden walls in main 
common areas over cracks/ control 
joints, paint new cappings 

HOWARD WEST - BUILDER 12/09/2012 $682.00 24/09/2012  Lot 167: repair cement render to 
sunroom wall, Block C: repair exit fire 
door at rear of building, refix broken 
hinges to steel door frame, Common 
area: repair damaged cement render 
to garden walls adjacent to entry 
stairs, supply and install new cement 
render 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Photos of garden beds taken on 29th of June 2015 show shameful status: 

http://www.nswstratasleuth.id.au/Macquarie-Gardens-photos/gallery/index.php?/category/14 

Even a single photo of a building taken on 29th of June 2015 tell a story of neglect that applies not only to gardens but 

living areas as well: 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.nswstratasleuth.id.au/Macquarie-Gardens-photos/gallery/index.php?/category/14


 

 

 


